
 

News, social capital and health in the context of Katrina

   
   
   
Abstract:

This study assesses the public health functions played by news information and social capital in the context
of Hurricane Katrina. In-depth interviews were conducted with 57 hurricane shelter residents between 4 and
6 weeks after the hurricane. Depression was more common for participants who relied more on news
information than for other participants after the hurricane (adjusted odds ratio [AOR], 5.49; 95% CI, 1.29 to
23.35; pEuro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable
Disease Bulletin).021). Depression was more common for participants with relatively low levels of
pre-hurricane positive social interactions (AOR, .16; 95% CI, .02 to 1.83; pEuro Surveillance (Bulletin
Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin).046) and
post-hurricane positive social interactions (AOR, .02; 95% CI, .00 to .74; pEuro Surveillance (Bulletin
Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin).033) and high
levels of post-hurricane negative social interactions (AOR, 17.05; 95% CI, .92 to 315.64; pEuro Surveillance
(Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin).047).
Illness and injury were more common for participants who had relied more on news information than for
other participants after the hurricane (AOR, 1.13; 95% CI, 1.02 to 2.77; pEuro Surveillance (Bulletin
Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin).046).

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2007.0024   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event
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Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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